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worlds, and none of his followers united, as he did, the qualifi-
cations of saint, soldier, and poet. Mohammed had never for
a moment been forsaken by this affectionate companion, whom
lie had accepted, when he first proclaimed his mission, as his
vizir. At the siege of Khaibar, when Omar and Abubekr.
had twice planted his standard on the breach, and twice been
forced to retire, Mohammed said that on the morrow he
would place it in the hands of a friend of God and of the
people, who knew not how to turn his back, meaning Ali;
and his son-in-law did not suffer this boast to be falsified. It
was to Ali that he entrusted his authority at home, on his first
invasion of the empire; and on his repining at this involuntary
detention, he was checked by the flattering speech, " Will you
refuse to perform to me the part which Aaron did to Moses?"
He had brought over to the faith the flourishing province of
Yemen, and the hand of Fatirria was his reward. Never-
theless, Ali's lofty spirit and hereditary ^claims were offen-
sive to an aristocracy of elders, desirous of maintaining an
elective monarchy; and Ayesha, in whose house his father-in-
law passed his last illness, would not only naturally desire the
elevation of her own father, but wished also to revenge herself
upon Ali, who had suggested the interrogation of her female
attendant, when, under suspicious appearances, she had on a
march been absent for a whole night. The hatred, which she
in consequence nourished against Ali would lead her to resist
his claims; yet she remonstrated against her father's being
sent to the mosque by Mohammed, to supply liis place: but
this was probably meant merely as a blind, since,-on his return,
he reproached her with hypocrisy. That appointment seemed
equivalent to naming him his successor, and Mohammed's
affection might well be divided "between his nephew and his
early friend, who alone had shared his danger in the cave, and
whose prudence and mature years he might judge fitter to
consolidate the empire, which Ali, by his boldness, was better
qualified to gain. Abubekr had acquired the title of the
faithful witness, from vouching fbr the reality of his jour-
ney to heaven, and he enjoyed also that of the Preserved,
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